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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

LISTING OF CLAIMS: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method for discovering a network comprising 
network devices, the method comprising: 

dividing the network into zones of network devices; 

in a first zone of the network, identifying devices in the first zone that 
have SNMP (Simple Network Management Protocol) access through a set of 
queries : 

collecting data from the identified devices; and 

stitching the collected data into a topology of the network. 

2. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, comprising: 
repeating the steps of identifying, collecting and stitching for each of 

the zones zefte in the network. 

3. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, comprising: 
dispatching the identified devices in the first zone to agents; and 
collecting the data from the identified devices via the agents using the 

SNMP access. 

4. (Original) The method of claim 3, comprising: 
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caching the collected data; and 
downloading the topology into a database. 

5. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein the process of 
identifying comprises: 

a first module receiving a list of managed nodes in the network and 
publishing the list of managed nodes to a first file; 

a second module reading the first file and inserting data from the first 
file into a returns portion of a first database; 

invoking a third module upon each insertion of data from the first file 
into the returns portion of the first database, which inserts the data from the returns 
portion of the first database into a processing portion of the first database; 

invoking a fourth module upon each insertion of data into the 
processing portion of the first database, the fourth module identifying nodes 
corresponding to the inserted data to a dispatch portion of a second database; and 

a details agent obtaining the node identifications from the dispatch 
portion of the second database, performing queries to the nodes corresponding to 
the node identifications, and inserting information received in response to the queries 
into a returns portion of the second database. 



6. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 5, wherein the process of 
collecting comprises: 
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invoking a fifth module, which accesses the returns portion of the 
second database, computes a list of the zones, and dispatches valid nodes in the 
first zone to active agents via a dispatch portion of a third databasej[;]] 

wherein the agents collect co l l e ct i ng data from the valid nodes and 
r e turn i ng return the collected data to a returns portion of the third database. 

7. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 6, comprising: 

invoking a sixth module, which causes the collected data in the returns 
portion of the third database to be processed into discovery topology data of the 
network and then downloaded; and 

invoking a seventh module, which clears the dispatch and returns 
portions of the third database and refreshes topology and layer databases and 
signals that topological analysis with respect to the zone has been completed. 

8. (Currently Amended) A system for discovering a network organized 
into zones of network devices, comprising: 

means for identifying devices in a zone of the network that have SNMP 
(Simple Network Management Protocol) access through a set of queries , collecting 
data from those devices in the zone identified as having SNMP access, and stitching 
the collected data into a topology of the network; and 

means for transferring data to and from the means for identifying, 
collecting and stitching. 
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9. (Original) The system of claim 8, wherein: 

the means for transferring comprises a Graphical User Interface; and 
the system comprises means for caching data. 

10. (Original) The system of claim 8, wherein the means for identifying, 
collecting and stitching repeats the identifying, collecting and stitching for each zone 
in the network. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) A machine readable medium comprising a 
computer program for causing a computer to execute a method of discovering a 
network, the method comprising p e rform : 

dividing the network into zones of network devices; 
in a first zone of the network, identifying devices in the zone that have 
SNMP (Simple Network Management Protocol) access; 

collecting data from the identified devices; and 

stitching the collected data into a topology of the network. 

12. (Currently Amended) The medium of claim 1 1 , wherein the computer 
program causes the computer to perform: 

repeating the steps of identifying, collecting and stitching for each of 
the zones zeoe in the network. 

1 3. (Original) The medium of claim 1 1 , wherein the computer program 
causes the computer to perform: 
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dispatching identified devices in the zone to agents; and 
collecting the data from the identified devices via the agents using the 
SNMP access. 



14. (Original) The medium of claim 1 1 , wherein the computer program 
causes the computer to perform: 

caching the collected data; and 
downloading the topology into a database. 



1 5. (Original) The medium of claim 1 1 , wherein the computer program 
includes first, second, third and fourth modules and a details agent, and causes the 
computer to perform: 

the first module receiving a list of managed nodes in the network and 
publishing the list of managed nodes to a first file; 

the second module reading the first file and inserting data from the first 
table file into a returns portion of a first database; 

invoking the third module upon each said insertion of data from the first 
table f[le into the returns portion of the first database, which inserts the data from the 
returns portion of the first database into a processing portion of the first database; 

invoking the fourth module upon each said insertion of data into the 
processing portion of the first database, the fourth module identifying nodes 
corresponding to the inserted data to a dispatch portion of a second database; and 

the details agent obtaining node identifications from the dispatch 
portion of the second database, performing queries to the nodes corresponding to 
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the node identifications, and inserting information received in response to the queries 
into a returns portion of the second database. 

16. (Currently Amended) The medium of claim 15, wherein the computer 
program includes a fifth module and causes the computer to perform: 

invoking the fifth module, which accesses the returns portion of the 
second database, computes a list of the zones, and dispatches valid nodes in the 
first zone to active agents via a dispatch portion of a third database^;]] 

wherein the active agents collect coll e ct i ng data from the valid nodes 
and return r e turning the collected data to a returns portion of the third database. 

17. (Currently Amended) The medium of claim 16, wherein the computer 
program includes sixth and seventh modules and causes the computer to perform: 

invoking the sixth module, which causes the collected data in the 
returns portion of the third database to be processed into discovery topology data of 
the network and then downloaded; and 

invoking the seventh module, which clears the dispatch and returns 
portions of the third database and refreshes topology and layer databases and 
signals that topological analysis with respect to the zone has been completed. 



